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We dedicate this book to our teachers and tutors, who guide us
through dark caves and mysterious forests, encouraging us to find
our own path. We also want to celebrate our classmates, who keep
us company when facing the scariest of dragons, and remind us
how important it is to stand up for one another.
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WHEN FUN AND
CREATIVITY MIX
When fun and creativity mix, it brings out the best in student writing.
Whether it is at a field trip on in a classroom. In this section, students share
their ideas on friendship, learning, and recipes for life.

KY’LIA
WHITFIELD
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR AN ADVENTURE TO
THE FORESTS OF RAINY MAGIC

Ingredients:
10 spoonfuls of bird and unicorn magic
20 gallons of the crystal gems, pink, blue, green, and diamond
19 gallons of evil fighting
20 gallons of rain pouring
0/20 pinch of sunshine
4 teaspoons of human kindness and bravery
Directions:
First, combine 10 spoonfuls of happy bird and thankful unicorn magic.
You have to make them smell you because they forget.
Next, whip 20 gallons of the crystal to keep the gems standing up.
Then, layer 19 gallons of the evil fighting so the magic gets stronger
and stronger.
After, twist 20 gallons of rain to keep the forest awake, and make the
evil go away.
Then, melt 0/20 of sunshine for the trees to grow.
Last, pour four teaspoons of human kindness and bravery there
because humans love adventures and friends.
2

CARL
McGEHEE
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

THE LIFE OF CARL

Let me tell you about Carl. My friend Carl is from San Francisco.
He has one sister and one brother. He has pet dogs named Cool Joe
and King. Another interesting thing about Carl’s culture and family is
that every new year they have a party at night. I think you will enjoy
learning more about him because he wants to be a scientist like the
Flash.
My friend likes to do many things such as play games when he is
inside. He likes to go to his brother’s house in Las Vegas to play when
outside. Another hobby is football and basketball. Carl is good at
running and made third place in track. His favorite foods are spaghetti,
tacos, and nachos. Carl’s favorite book is Dog Man, and his favorite
movie is Good Boys. Carl has a four wheeler and gets happy when he
gets a surprise.
In conclusion, my friend Carl is proud of being good at writing and
dreams that he can help the world, and nobody will be homeless.
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LOGAN
JOHNSON
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR KINDNESS

Ingredients:
2 cups of respect
5 tablespoons of helpfulness
11 gallons of sharing
6 gallons of nice
20 tablespoons of caring
16 cups of friendship
Directions:
First, chop 2 cups of respect, so you can respect everyone around you.
Next, pinch 5 tablespoons of helpfulness, so you can help other people.
Then, fry 11 gallons of sharing, so you can share with other people
that want it.
After, slice 6 gallons of nice, so you don’t fight with other people.
Then, stir 20 tablespoons of caring, so you can care for all your family
and friends.
Last, broil 16 cups of friendship, so you can be friends with other
people.
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KAYDEN
DUCKETT
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

MY FAMILY TRIP

This story is about my family trip. It all started when we decided to
go on a trip. We went to Lake Tahoe. I had to pack a lot of jackets and
sweats because I needed to stay warm. Later on, we stopped at the
store to get sleds. We got there at 10:00 p.m. The next day, we ate
breakfast. At last, we had spam, rice, toast, eggs, and bacon. And then
we went sledding too. It smelled like trees. One of our cars almost did
not make it up the hill. It was fun at the place. I got a free sled.
After we came back from sledding, we made hot cocoa. Then we
went to the gym. We were on the treadmill when my cousin bounced a
ball on it. It went under and got stuck, but we got it back.
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SULU
FUENTES
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

THE TIME I GOT SWALLOWED
BY HUGE WAVES

“Are we there yet?” I ask my sister.
“No! Stop asking!” she tells me. I wait with a bored feeling. Finally,
we get there. We get the stuff from the trunk. We make our way
through the crowd. We make it to the beach. I can feel the steaming
hot sand. I put on my sandals since it’s so hot. We find a spot. I’m so
excited.
We set up our stuff. My feet are burning. I say, “Hold on!” Finally,
it’s set up. I immediately put my feet on the sheet and blanket. Phew,
my feet are cool. I want to go in the water immediately. Finally, we
get going! First, we put on sunscreen. Then we go in the water. We go
through some medium waves. I go deeper into the water. Then a huge
one comes. I spot it. I try to get out of the water as fast as I can. I’m
too slow. I get swallowed by the huge wave. I hold my breath so I don’t
drown. I can’t control my body. The wave is over.
My sister is so mad! She pulls me up from the ocean and drags me
back to our spot and yells at me. Finally, she lets me go back in the
water. I go through more waves. I’m about to go get the water gun
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when suddenly, I feel a huge push from the water. I hold my breath. I
can’t move my body and the wave crashes down. I run to the sand. I
am thirsty and hungry, but now I’m never going in the water.

7

ZURI
MATTESON
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR A REALLY FUN DAY

Ingredients:
1 cup of something you like (a game, books, etc.)
10 teaspoons of love
3 gallons of friendship
4 tablespoons of laughter
5 gallons of silliness
11 teaspoons of happy friends
Directions:
First, melt 5 gallons of silliness, so people can enjoy the day.
Next, try 4 tablespoons of laughter. It means you are enjoying
the day.
Then, pour 10 teaspoons of love. Love means you trust somebody.
After, add 3 gallons of friendship, so you have a friend to help you.
Then, blend 11 tablespoons of happy friends, so you and your friends
can have fun.
Last, grate an activity you like to do with your friends.
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PARIS
RAYNALDO
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR DIRT BIKES

Ingredients:
2 wheels
2 bars
3 gallons of greatness
2 fenders, a front and a back
2 gallons of love
1,000 gallons of wheelies
Directions:
First, cook 2 wheels at 1 degree for 25 minutes.
Next, bake 2 bars for 3 minutes and 36 minutes.
Then, add 3 gallons of greatness. Chop the engine into pieces as little
as mice.
After, pinch 2 fenders, a front and a back, and put them in the stove.
Then, fry 2 gallons of love. Mix all the gallons of love with 1,000
gallons of wheelies.
Last, eat it with your friends.
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ARMANI
MOHAMED
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

ARMANI

Do you know anyone in the world named Armani? I, Armani, am from
Virginia. My dad is from India and my mom is from Brooklyn, New
York. I have one sister and two brothers. I have a pet dog named
Simba. Another interesting thing about my culture and family is that
we eat lots of seafood in November because we celebrate the time we
used to spend with my grandma.
I like to do many things such as cuddle with my oldest brother and
make paper boats with my other brother when I am inside. I like to
ride my bike and play with my friends and brother when I am outside.
My favorite animal is a koala. My favorite food is octopus because it
is so yummy and chewy and juicy. My second favorite food is sushi
(with fish eggs). My favorite dessert is dipping McDonald’s fries in a
chocolate milkshake. My favorite hot sauce is Red Hot! My favorite
movie is Alice in Wonderland and my second favorite is Moana. My
favorite book is Shark Attacks and my second favorite book is Diary
of a Wimpy Kid.
I am proud of being alive because when I was a baby I almost died.
I am also proud of finishing my theater classes. My favorite subject is
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science because you can make potions. One time I made a pink one
that smelled like stinky socks. I am good at dancing and singing and
contortion. I also like to do hair. I can braid it and do pigtails. I would
like to go to Paris and Japan. I like Japan because they have a lot of
cute squishies, candy, vending machines, and boba. When I grow up,
I want to be a rich girl, and a singer like Chris Brown. I want to save
animals because some people are mean to animals and that’s sad.
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ANDREW
SOMSOUK
Age 8 •Starr King Elementary School

THE MAGIC THAT MAKES
EVERYTHING HAPPY

Ingredients:
2 cups of magic
1 dip of the magical horn of magic
1 swirl of milk chocolate
5 teaspoons of rainbow sprinkles
1 entire horn
10 gallons of happiness
Directions:
Add 2 cups of magic. The magic makes everything happy.
Add 1 dip of the magical horn of magic. The magical horn of magic
gives the unicorn powers.
Later, add 1 swirl of milk chocolate. The swirl of milk chocolate makes
the horn white.
Grate 5 teaspoons of rainbow sprinkles. The horn shoots out magic
and holds magic.
Spread 10 gallons of happiness on the horn. The unicorn will not be
happy without happiness.
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ALIYAH
LEWIS
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

I CAME FOR MY UNICORN

BOOM! There was green smoke and I was thrown backwards. A
wizard appeared. He said, “I came for my unicorn.”
I said, “I’ll never give it back.” I slammed the door.
My mom and dad asked me, “What was that?”
“You don’t need to know.”
The wizard came back and he knocked on the door. I opened it. He
said, “Give me back my unicorn or I’ll turn you into a frog.”
I grabbed his wand and said, “Make this wizard disappear.” And he
was gone for good. I was so happy because he kept asking me for the
unicorn. Like, leave me alone.
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RICHESS
FONTENOT
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

EMPATHY

Have you ever had a hard time sharing? I wanted to play with JoJo’s
ball. He said no. JoJo did not want to share and play with me. Angel
came to play with me with her ball. JoJo stopped to play with me and
Angel, but didn’t ask. Then, JoJo apologized about not sharing and
asked to play. So, I decided to let him play instead. In the end, I felt
happy. It was the best day ever, because I made a new friend.
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E’DEN
BANKS-CASTLE
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ABOUT MY FRIEND MYRON

Have you met my friend Myron? My friend Myron is from Oakland. He
has a one-year-old sister and three dogs. Another interesting thing
about Myron is that he is good at basketball. I think you will enjoy
learning more about him because he is the number one fan of Kyrie
Irving.
My friend likes to do many things such as play NBA 2K20 when
he is inside and play basketball and football when he is outside. His
favorite food is oxtails because they are juicy. His favorite movie is
Superfly. My friend’s favorite designer is Louis Vuitton. Myron is good
at basketball.
In conclusion, my friend, Myron, is proud of when he gets clothes.
When he grows up, he wants to go to Hawaii. He dreams to be a
basketball MVP and he dreams to have the homeless live in big houses.
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LAURA
QUIROGA
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

THE HANDBOOK OF
MAKING A BEST FRIEND

Hello, do you need a best friend? Read this to learn how to make a
best friend.
Ingredients:
1½ gallons of jokes (about anything but get to know your friend, so you
know what jokes to say)
2 cups of giving each other turns
4 gallons of their favorite things
1¼ teaspoon of knowing each other
½ teaspoon of kindness
Directions:
First, take some jokes and boil them, then add them to the blender.
Next, fry some giving turns and add them into the blender with the jokes.
Then, cut up some of their favorite things and grate them.
After, add some knowing each other to the blender.
Then, add a bit of you and blend.
Last, when the blender’s done, sprinkle some kindness. Then drink the
smoothie!
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MARCUS
BLACKWELL
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

MY FRIEND DANA

Did you know Dana likes to play video games? My friend Dana is from
Sunnydale. He has three brothers and one sister. He has one pet. I
think you will enjoy learning more about him because he wants to go
to Hawaii when he grows up.
My friend likes to do many things such as play games when he is
inside and ride a bike when he is outside. His favorite food is crab.
Another thing he is proud of is doing his work and trying his best.
In conclusion, my friend, Dana, wants to be a construction worker
when he grows up. If he could solve one problem in the world it would
be poverty.
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MARSEAN
ROBINSON
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

MY FRIEND A’NIJHA

Did you know that my friend A’Nijha loves music? My friend A’Nijha is
from San Francisco. She has one brother. She has a dog and cat. Her
dog’s name is Flor and her cat’s name is Catnip. Another interesting
thing about A’Nijha’s culture and family is that they eat beans and
rice. I think you will enjoy learning more about her because she plays
games. Her favorite game is Fortnite.
My friend likes to do many things such as play PS4 when she is
inside and play with her scooter when she is outside. Another hobby
is to play at a park. A’Nijha’s favorite movie is The Grinch because it
is about Christmas time.
In conclusion, my friend is proud of her math work. Two talents she
has are whistling and tap dancing. When she grows up, she wants to
visit Las Vegas because that’s where her great-auntie lives. She also
wants to be like her mom. She dreams to be the president because she
would change unfair laws.
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KAMARY
PUGH
Age 10 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

AMAZING CATS!

Some cats are very obnoxious and dumb. For example, some cats’ body
parts are very nasty and gross, and some body parts do not work very
well. In this essay I will teach you all about different cats.
The second thing I’m going to teach you is some cats are very mean
and very scary like street cats. Street cats are very ugly and smelly.
One thing they do that’s mean is scratch people for no reason and
another thing that’s mean is they scream too much!
There are different types of cats. Like cats with no fur. Or cats with
no nose or with no claws.
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JENNIFER
“JENNY” HU
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

A FRIEND IN ROBLOX

Ingredients:
1 cup of kindness (duh)
1,000,000,000 gallons of non-betrayal
1,000 teaspoons of no online dating with others (ew)
100 cups of funny-ish
500 tablespoons of friends’ RP
30 cups of friend requests
Directions:
Pour 1 cup of kindness (duh) so you and your friend can have a better
friendship.
Fry a gallon of non-betrayal. Because then you and your friend can
be BFFs.
Blend 1,000 teaspoons of no online dating. So, then no one can get in
the way.
Dip 100 cups of funny-ish.
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SHARON
MENDIETA
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

A GOOD FRIEND

Did you know that Vayoleth is a good friend? My friend Vayoleth
is from Honduras. She is an only child and has three dogs named
Pandora, Colita, and Pelusa. Another interesting thing about Vayoleth’s
culture and family is that her family gives each other the same
presents. I think you will enjoy learning more about her because she
has a good family and she is funny and nice.
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ALEXANDRA
MASHOIAN
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

TABLESPOONS OF PLAYDATES

Ingredients:
5 gallons of good attitude
10 teaspoons of giving gifts
3½ gallons of reassurance
4 cups of playing together
10,000 tablespoons of playdates
840,000 cups of calming your friend.
Directions:
First, spread 5 gallons of good attitude. Having a good attitude will
help keep your friend.
Next, blend 10 teaspoons of giving gifts because giving gifts is very
nice.
Then, cut 3½ gallons of reassurance. You should give your friend
reassurance because sometimes they need someone to say
everything will be alright.
After, chop 4 cups of playing together because it will get you closer to
your friend and it’s also very fun.
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Then, layer 10,000 tablespoons of playdates because you can spend
more time together.
Last, grill 840,000 cups of calming your friend because sometimes
they need help calming down.
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KEIRA
LO
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR THE BEST SOCCER GAME

Ingredients:
7 cups of teammates
6 cups of sushi
4 gallons of energy
5 miles of grass field
1 cup of soccer ball
2 gallons of sunny day
Directions:
Taste 6 cups of sushi because we need to eat good.
Simmer 7 cups of teammates so we can have a game.
Simmer 2 gallons of sunny day so it will not rain on you.
Level 5 miles of grass field to make sure there is not too much grass.
Slice 1 cup of soccer ball to play the game.
Scramble 4 gallons of energy because if you have no energy you can’t
play the game.
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LE’MARYED
JACKSON
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

WHEN YOUR FRIEND FELL

Have you ever helped someone that fell? I was outside with nobody
else around when I was sliding down the slide. It smelled like air and I
could see him fall. He wanted me to pick him up because he was hurt.
I felt miserable but I was sad, so I helped! He was crying and it got
worse because I helped him. Then, I decided to tell the teacher. In the
end, I felt happy because we took him to the nurse.
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JAMAR
HARRIS
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ALL ABOUT MIKAH

I’m going to tell you about my friend Mikah. My friend Mikah is from
Stockton. She has three sisters and one brother. Another interesting
thing about Mikah is she plays superheroes with me and JJ. I think
you will enjoy learning more about her because Mikah is a cool friend.
My friend likes to do many things such as playing with her brother
and sister. Her favorite food is pepperoni pizza because it is delicious.
Her favorite book is Space and her favorite movie is Spider-Man: Far
from Home. Another hobby is basketball with her coach. Mikah is good
at gymnastics and cart-wheels.
In conclusion, my friend, Mikah, is proud of her family because they
buy her clothes and love her. She dreams that she will be a teacher
and she will save the world.
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MYRON
BRYANT
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

LEARNING ABOUT FRIENDS

Have you ever had a friend with a Pink Floyd shirt? My friend E’Den
is from San Francisco. He has six brothers and one sister. He has a
dog named Bubbles. Another interesting thing about E’Den’s culture
and family is that his mom and dad have the same last name. I think
you will enjoy learning more about him because he’s the number one
Anthony Davis fan.
My friend likes to do many things such as play 2K20 on PS4 and talk
to his friends on his phone when he is inside and play soccer and light
fireworks when he is outside. Another hobby is playing basketball.
E’Den is good at football. He also likes pepperoni pizza and Slender
Man.
In conclusion, my friend, E’Den, is proud of his talents, football and
basketball. He hopes to visit Los Angeles and be an NFL MVP when
he grows up. He dreams that everybody has $100,000.
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COLE
DENINGER
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR THE BEST BIRTHDAY

Ingredients:
2 gallons of presents
4 cups of fun
4 cups of cake
5 cups of friends
2 cups of watching TV
2 gallons of pillow fighting
Directions:
First, bake 4 cups of cake. Frosting makes the cake taste better.
Next, mix 4 cups of fun, playing with my friends.
Then, sprinkle 2 gallons of presents so that you are not in the way
when we play.
After, serve dinner and cake to 5 cups of your friends, to be nice to
you and your friends.
Then, stir 2 cups of watching TV so you can rest before you play again.
Finally, melt 2 gallons of pillow fighting to have fun with your friends.
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REYNALDO
CACERES
CANALES
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BFF JORDAN

Did you know that Jordan is a great friend? My friend Jordan is from
Miami. He has an older brother, Dmitri. Another interesting thing
about Jordan’s culture and family is they go to Light Pole Day. I
think you will enjoy learning about him because he will protect me if
someone wants to hurt me.
My friend likes to do many things such as play 2K2O when he is
inside and play basketball when he is outside. Another hobby is taking
care of Mr. Bear. Jordan is good at 2K2O and he likes to eat pizza.
In conclusion, my friend Jordan is proud of Rey. He wants to be an
NBA All-Star. He dreams that the NBA and China will stop fighting.
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DIANA PINEDA
ESTRADA
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MI AMIGA SARAHI

Quiero que conozcas a mi amiga! Mi amiga Sarahi es de El Salvador.
Ella tiene un hermano. Ella tiene un perrito que se llama Chumies. Otra
cosa interesante sobre la cultura y familia de Sarahi es que celebra
Navidad comiendo platillos de diferente comidas. Yo pienso que vas a
disfrutar aprender más sobre ella porque es mi mejor amiga.
A mi amiga le gusta hacer muchas cosas como cocinar carne asada
cuando esta en casa y jugar en el parque cuando está afuera. Otro
pasatiempo es leer el libro de Moana y Ariel. Sarahi es talentosa en
bailar ballet y le gusta comer pizza con fideo, pastel, y hot cakes.
Para concluir mi amiga Sarahi esta orgullosa de su familia y espera
que cuando crezca sea doctora para buscar la cura a bacterias de los
pulmones y también quiere visitar Nueva York y ir a la nieve.
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MY FRIEND SARAHI

I want you to meet my friend! My friend Sarahi is from El Salvador.
She has one brother. She has a little dog whose name is Chumies.
Another interesting thing about Sarahi’s culture and family is that she
celebrates Christmas by eating a lot of different dishes. I think you will
enjoy learning more about her because she is my best friend.
My friend likes to do many things like cooking and eating steak when
she is at home, and playing at the park when she is outside. Another
pastime is reading Moana and Ariel. Sarahi is good at dancing ballet
and she likes to eat pizza, soup, cake, and pancakes.
To conclude, my friend Sarahi is proud of her family and she hopes
that when she grows up she can be a doctor so she can cure the
bacteria that affects people’s lungs. She also wants to visit New York
and the snow!
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LISBETH SARAHI
MORALES LARIN
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ODE TO CAKE

Oh cake, o pastel eres tan lindo como un arcoiris con chispas de fuego.
Oh cake, o pastel me haces sentir muy feliz porque eres dulce.
Oh cake, o pastel eres tan maravilloso porque eres de color y te
decoran con chispas de color y flores y un unicornio.
Oh pastel, o pastel me gustas por que eres de tantas formas por que
eres cuadrado.
Oh pastel, o pastel yo quisiera verte y tenerte en todos mis cumpleanos.
Oh pastel, o pastel yo deseo que en mis cumpleanos hubiera helado
de color.
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ODE TO CAKE

Oh cake, oh cake you are as pretty as a rainbow with sparks of fire.
Oh cake, oh cake you make me feel very happy because you are sweet.
Oh cake, oh cake you are so marvelous because you are colorful and
decorated with colorful sprinkles, and flowers and a unicorn.
Oh cake, oh cake I like you because you take so many forms, because
you are square.
Oh cake, oh cake I wish I could see you and have you at each of my
birthdays.
Oh cake, oh cake I wish that at my birthdays there was colorful ice
cream.
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LARRY
JERONIMO
HERNANDEZ
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MONOS

Sabías que Wilder tiene muchos hermanos? Mi amigo Wilder es
de Guatemala el tiene dos hermanitos. El tiene una mascota, es un
pollito y se llama Poli. Otra cosa interesante sobre la cultura y familia
de Wilder es que Wilder vive con sus abuelos y hermanitos. En su
tiempo libre le gusta estar con su familia. Yo pienso que vas a disfrutar
aprender más sobre el porque tiene una familia feliz.
A mi amigo le gusta hacer muchas cosas como cocinar cuando está
en casa y jugar soccer cuando está afuera. Otro pasatiempo es jugar
en su teléfono. Wilder es talentoso en dar giros y aprender.
Para concluir mi amigo Wilder es orgulloso de cocinar y espera que
pueda visitar a Guatemala y ser un futbolista cuando crezca.
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MONKEYS

Did you know that Wilder has a lot of brothers? My friend Wilder is
from Guatemala. He has two little brothers. He has a pet chick, its
name is Poli. Another interesting thing about Wilder’s family and
culture is that Wilder lives with his grandparents and little brothers.
In his free time he likes to be with his family. I think you will enjoy
learning more about Wilder because he has a happy family.
My friend likes to do many things like cooking when he is at home
and playing soccer when he is outside. Another hobby is playing on
his phone. Wilder is good at doing cartwheels and learning new things.
To conclude, my friend Wilder is proud of his cooking and hopes he
can visit Guatemala and become a soccer player when he grows up.
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ADRIAN
KEI
Age 8, Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR THE BEST GAME

Ingredients:
7 gallons of fun!!!
11 cups of creativity
4 tablespoons of hardness
8 teaspoons of easiness
999,999,999 population
1,000,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of gravity
910,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of air
100,000,000,000,000 gallons of food
200,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of water
Directions:
Fry 7 gallons of fun with 11 cups of creativity because it will keep the
players hooked.
Layer the 7 gallons of fun and 11 cups of creativity because when fun
and creativity mix it can make the players stay hooked.
Add 4 tablespoons of hardness to the fun and creativity because when
everything mixes together, more and more fun builds up.
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Add 8 teaspoons of easiness so it won’t be too easy or too hard.
Buy 999,999,999 populations of people. The people will work for your
planet.
Add 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of gravity so players won’t
float in the air.
Add 910,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of air so people can breathe.
Add 100,000,000,000,000 gallons of food for living.
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OTHALIAH
SOKIMI
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

WATER PARK

There I was inside laying down. I felt the palm of my hand sweating.
My mom asked, “Do you want a cup of lemonade?”
“Yes,’’ I said, and my mom went to get my lemonade. My mom went
and she came back with a cup full of lemonade.
I said, “Thank you. It is so hot, Mom.’’
“Let me get some lemonade too,” said my mom. My mom came back
with a cup. “Where do you want to go today?” said my mom.
“I want to go to the water park.”
“Okay, go tell your sisters we are going,” my mom said.
I did.
When my sisters came, my mom said, “Go to the car. I will come
when I am done.”
“Okay,” I said, so me and my sisters went to the car.
Me and my sisters were waiting for my mom, then we left. When
we got there, I was so happy. I jumped into the pool and slid down the
slide. It was fun.
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DANA
WILLIAMS
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

MY FRIEND MARCUS

I’m so excited to tell you about my friend Marcus! My friend Marcus is
from Stockton. He has two brothers and seven sisters. He has ten pets.
Another interesting thing about Marcus is his favorite food is pizza and
his favorite movie is It: Chapter Two.
My friend likes to do many things such as play with his sister when
he is inside and ride a bike when he is outside. Another hobby Marcus
is good at is basketball and Fortnite.
In conclusion, my friend, Marcus, is proud of his life. He wants to
visit Hawaii when he grows up and be a tattoo artist. If he could solve
one problem in the world, he would make everybody rich.
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A SPELL OF PUPUSAS

Through the practice of writing, students are empowered to explore themselves,
their families, and their worlds. From arguments over books to learning to
play the violin, lessons are learned and conflicts resolved. This section features
the theme of family, friendship, and learning, with a few pupusas on the side.

JOSE
MARTINEZ
POLANCO
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

OH, PUPUSA

Oh pupusa, you’re so beany, cheesy.
You are round, brown, white, hot.
You are full of beans, tortilla.
Your beans are as delicious as cake.
Oh pupusa, you make me happy.
You are so fresh.
You taste like beans because you have beans.
Oh pupusas, when my mom makes you, you are incredible!
I’m so excited when I see you.
Oh pupusas,
When my mom taught me how to make you, I felt amazing.
I felt happy because she told me her recipe.
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Oh pupusas,
You’re so, so delicious. I want 100,000 of you a month.
You’re so famous pupusas. I love you.
Oh pupusas,
I want to live in you.
You will be my house.
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STUA
TUPAI
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

THE STORY OF MY FRIEND KHALIL

Did you meet my friend Khalil? My friend Khalil is from San Francisco.
He has three brothers and four sisters. He has a pet cat named Orca.
Another interesting thing about Khalil’s culture and family is that they
have a lot of athletes. I think you will enjoy learning more about him
because he is nice.
My friend likes to do many things such as Fortnite when he is inside
and play on his brother’s bike and play soccer when he is outside.
Another hobby is football. Khalil is good at playing sports. His favorite
foods are burgers and cheese pizza. His favorite movie is The Addams
Family.
In conclusion, my friend, Khalil, is proud of helping his family and
himself. He wants to visit NBA All-Stars and celebrities. Khalil wants
to be a basketball player. He wants to save dogs and puppies that are
injured. I like being friends with Khalil because he is funny, and he is
good at football and always plays with me. He’s cool and he’s my best,
best, best friend.
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LAILANNY
TELLEZ-NAJARRO
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR HOW TO PLAY A VIOLIN

Ingredients:
10 tablespoons of bravery
1 gallon of helpfulness
5 tablespoons of practice
7 tablespoons of kindness
2 cups of responsible
3 gallons of fun
Directions:
First, melt 10 tablespoons of bravery so you can be brave when you
play.
Next, layer 1 gallon of helpfulness. You need to help other people.
Then, pinch 5 tablespoons of practice so you can get better.
After, bake 7 tablespoons of kindness and to be nice to other people
that are playing.
Then, fry 2 cups of responsible so you don’t lose your violin.
Last, mix 3 gallons of fun so you have fun.
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SHATIA
PEASE-FINKLEA
Age 9 •Starr King Elementary School

GOING TO GET A PET

One day my grandpa said I was getting a pet fish. I was seven years
old when I got a pet fish. My dad took my fish to his house. I played
with my fish. Then I had to go back home with my fish. My fish was
eight years old. I had my fish for a year. I was cheerful when I got my
fish. I try to feed my fish, but I had to eat some food before I fed my
fish. Then it was night-time. I had to go to bed. Then I woke up. Then
I fed my fish. The next morning, I cleaned my fish tank with soap and
water. Then my grandma got home. When my grandma got home, she
saw my fish bob in the tank. I was blue when my grandma had to flush
my fish down the toilet. She said, “You have to say good-bye.”
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JORDAN
LEDBETTER
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BFF REYNALDO

Did you know that Reynaldo is a great friend? My friend Reynaldo
is from El Salvador. He has one sister. He has four dogs. Another
interesting thing about Reynaldo’s culture and family is that his family
cooks food that they never tasted. I think you will enjoy learning more
about him because he is a funny dude. If you are his BFF, you will get
to know him and be into him.
My friend likes to do many things such as cook pupusas when he is
inside, and he likes to play soccer when he is outside. Another hobby
is he likes to swim and play with Pokémon cards. He is good at soccer
and swimming and taking care of Mr. Bear.
In conclusion, my friend, Reynaldo, is proud of Jordan because he
is a friend of his and dreams that the USA gets rid of homelessness.
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DAINYLAH
JONES
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

BOOK ARGUMENTS

I have a book and she is mad at me. It started when my sister would
not share the book. “Let me show you,” I said.
“Nooo!”
“Come on, sis.”
“No.”
“Okay, let me give you the book,” so I gave it to her instead.
And it got worse because my sister called our mom, “Mom!”
“Yes,” she said.
Then, “I’m sorry.”
“Give me one of your books.”
Then I decided to make up. “Okay, never mind.”
“Okay sis, sorry to have one book.”
When I feel happy, my sister is nice. When I feel nice, my sis gives
me the book. I felt happy today in the moment. In the end, I felt proud,
because my sis is a nice girl and Ms. Bita helped me, so I know my
feelings, and if she helps, you will be happy.
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A’NIJHA
SMITH-EVANS
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

A TIME AT GG’S HOUSE

I love going to my GG’s house. Her house is grey and red. One day I
was at my GG’s house. My GG’s was BBQing while my aunt was doing
my hair. I like it when my aunt does my hair because she does not do
it too hard. When the BBQ was done my GG said, “It is time to eat.”
After we ate, we watched TV and sat down on the couch. Afternoon
it was time to leave my GG’s house. My GG’s house is big. I love my
GG. When I got home I watched TV, ate BBQ for dinner, and watched
Law and Order. Then I went to bed. I love my story. I love my GG so
much. I felt happy.

49

SHEYMI
PORTELA
DUARTE
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

BEST FRIENDS FOREVER

Did you know that Hillary is so kind? My friend Hillary is from
Honduras. She has one brother. She does not have any pets but likes
dogs and turtles. Another interesting thing about Hillary’s culture
and family is that when they celebrate Christmas, they give presents.
I think you will enjoy learning more about Hillary because she is so
hermosa.
My friend likes to do many things such as playing when she is inside
and playing on a hoverboard when she is outside. Another hobby she
likes is watching La Casa de Papel. Her favorite food is pizza and
baleadas.
In conclusion, my friend Hillary is proud of helping her family and
cleaning her room. She is my best friend because she always plays with
me. When I get sad, she makes me laugh. My favorite thing about her
is that she never leaves me alone.
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MEJORES AMIGAS PARA SIEMPRE

Sabias que Hillary es tan amable? Mi amiga Hillary es de Honduras.
Ella tiene un hermano. Ella no tiene mascotas pero le gustan los
perros y las tortugas. Otra cosa interesante sobre la familia y cultura
de Hillary es que cuando celebran Navidad, se dan regalos. Yo pienso
que vas a disfrutar aprender más sobre Hillary porque es tan hermosa.
A mi amiga le gusta hacer muchas cosas como jugar cuando
está adentro y jugar en su “hoverboard” cuando está afuera. Otro
pasatiempo que le gusta es mirar La Casa de Papel. Su comida favorita
es pizza y baleadas.
En conclusión, mi amiga Hillary se siente orgullosa de ayudar a su
familia y limpiar su habitación. Ella es mi mejor amiga porque siempre
juega conmigo. Cuando estoy triste, ella me hace reir. Mi cosa favorita
de ella es que nunca me deja sola.
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DOHYUN
“WILLIAM” KIM
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

WE NEED SOMEONE TO PLAY WITH ME!

Ingredients:
10 gallons of level
30 tablespoons of TV
9 cups of comfortable controllers
1 teaspoon of Dragon Ball Z fighter
90 gallons of brother and my dad, sometimes my mom
100,000 gallons of couch
Directions:
First, simmer 10 gallons of level. Without levels we will just stay in
one easy place.
Next, scramble 30 tablespoons of TV. Because without TVs, we can’t
play on the TV screen.
Then, layer 9 cups of comfortable controllers. Because controllers are
supposed to make the character do more.
After, chop 100 teaspoons of Dragon Ball Z fighter. Because that’s my
best video game. We can’t take it.
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Then melt 90 gallons of brother and dad. We need someone to play
with me!
Last, blend 100,000 gallons of couch. We need couch because if we
don’t have couches, we can’t be comfortable when we want to sit
down.
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MARIA
SAGAPOLU
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

THE MAGICAL STORY AND A TWIN STORY

One night at dinner two twin sisters, Celie and Ceila, heard the door
knock. When they opened the door, two twin witches, Tori and Jade,
cast a spell and put them to sleep for two hundred years. When they
were sixteen-years-old, a good fairy came over and said, “Two princes
have to kiss you both, but the princes have to be twins.”
Four years later . . .
The princesses turned twenty-years-old, but they forgot. That night
at midnight they fainted. People found them and put them in a big case.
To be continued . . .
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SHEA
MORGANSON
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR OPENING PRESENTS

Ingredients:
111,111,111 gallons of presents
1 person
1 gallon of cake
100 teaspoons of friends
Infinite gallons of sushi
5 teaspoons of parents
Directions:
First, sauté 111,111,111 gallons of presents so you can open them.
Next, melt 1 person so he can’t open them and you can.
Then, bake 1 gallon of cake so you can eat it.
After, bring 100 teaspoons of friends so they can play with you.
Then, make infinite gallons of sushi so you can eat it.
Last, pinch 5 teaspoons of parents ’cause it’s fun.
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MICAYLAH
DECLOUETTE
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

I AM MICAYLAH

Do you have two brothers? I am from San Francisco. I have two brothers
named Micah and D’Andre. I have two dogs. Another interesting thing
about my culture and family is that we have sleepovers. I think you will
enjoy learning more about me because, like the song says, “Good to be
bad and we’re proof of that.”
I like to do many things such as dance when I am inside. Even when
I am sick, I still like to dance. When I’m outside, I like to play foursquare with my cousin Dainylah. I am not good at making songs but
Dainylah is good at doing that.
In conclusion, I am proud of Dainylah because she knows how to
write songs. I dream that, “You say you’re sorry but it’s too late, so
save it, get gone, shut up.”
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DAY’JAI
GARNER
ROCKETT
Age 10 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR BEING THE BEST DANCER

Ingredients:
5 teaspoons of exercise
2 tablespoons of position
1 cup of rhythm
10 gallons of music
11 tablespoons of outfit
13 teaspoons of audience
Directions:
First, add 13 teaspoons of audience. They cheer to show love for the
dancers. The dancers feel they “did it” when they hear clapping.
Next, bake 11 teaspoons of outfit so everyone looks pretty and don’t
smell like outside.
Then, blend 1 cup of rhythm so you don’t just stand there and move
to the beat.
After, chop 10 gallons of music. Music makes you move. Music makes
you keep your posture.
Then, pour 5 teaspoons of exercise. Don’t be tired when you dance.
Last, fry 2 tablespoons of position so you’re in the right place during
the performance.
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AGHNAT
ALI
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

ALL ABOUT MY MOM AND THE SCHOOL

I go tell my mom, “I’m going to the park.” Then I go tell my cousin,
“Do you want to go to the park?”
They say, “Nooo!!?”
I go by myself. I feel scared. I say, “I have to go by myself.” I hear
a sound tap tap tap. I say, “What is that sound?” I go to see what is
that sound. I feel quiet by myself. I run fast home. I go back. I lock the
door. The back door. I lock the window. I feel sad.
I go to the park by myself. I say I will never go out by myself again.
I tell my cousin, “You were right.” I never go out by myself.
My mother says, “Why did you run on the street?”
When I get home, I have dinner with my sister and my mom. I can
hear my mom yelling, “Ahahahaha!!?” I run fast down the stairs. I help
my mom to get up the stairs. I can smell the food cooking by himself. It
makes me feel scared about my mom. I can hear the noise at my living
room. I run fast upstairs. I can see my mom.
My eyes are red and black. I can feel my heart beating faster than
ever in me.
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I jump down the stairs. I can hear somebody chasing me. I say to
him, “What do you want from me?” I ask the mom with red and black
eyes.
I want your blood.
“Okay, I will give you my blood.” I cry to myself. I tell my cousin
what happened to my mom. Hahaha!
I tell my cousin, “What help can you give to my mom?” My mom
has black and red eyes. When I wake up it is morning. I run fast to
my mom’s bed and I play a game. I wake up my mom to get ready for
school. I jump down the stairs to get breakfast and my lunchbox. I go
upstairs to get dressed. I run downstairs to get my backpack. I don’t
want to be last to go to school. I run fast. Then I see my classroom is
eating breakfast.
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DEREOHN
DONALDSON
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

LEARNING HOW TO SWIM

Splish splash went the water. I was swimming in the water. I felt so
good. I was a little scared. I felt like I was going to drown. “Help!!!
Help!” I shouted. My cousin helped me. I went to the kiddie pool
and was swimming with my cousin. Then we went to the big pool.
I was swimming by myself. I felt proud of myself. I made it to the
end. I was breathing so hard. I was floating in the water. My back
felt so good. I was swimming so fast. The water was really warm. I
was swimming backwards and forward in the water. The water was
splashing everywhere. It was like a wave on my arm. I was swimming
underwater. Then I was jumping in the pool. I dove in the pool. Then
I was doing cool tricks. I jumped in the pool. The water splashed
everywhere. It was super fun. Then I went to the hot tub. The water
felt so cool. Then we went back in the big pool. It was so cold it was
freezing.
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VIVIENNE
LEUNG
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR BRAVERY

Ingredients:
100,000,000 gallons of safety
2½ gallons of confidence
3 tablespoons of adventure and happiness
10 gallons of prepare
4 cups of epic
Direction:
First, pour in 100,000,000 gallons of safety, so you don’t have to go
to the emergency room, like me.
Next, stir in 2½ gallons of confidence. You don’t want to be a scaredy
cat on the trail.
Then, blend in 3 tablespoons of being adventurous and happiness, so
you’ll not give yourself negative ideas.
After, boil 10 gallons of being prepared. You don’t want to find yourself
uncomfortable.
Finally, fry 4 gallons of epic, so you’ll feel excited on your adventure.
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DEVIN
COLDPEPPER
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

COOL BEARS

Bears are so cooolll. Bears eat fish and they roarrrrr and they live in
the woods.
I am going to tell you all about bears because they are so cooolll.
In this essay, I am going to tell you that bears stand on their feet and
bears eat meat. Bears don’t like people.
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ZYAIR
GARRETT
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

THE TIME I SAW THE NEW YORK STATUE

The time I saw the New York statue it was blue and nice. It was giant.
I saw people all around the Statue of Liberty. It looked like it was
from 1984. It was old but clean. I was excited to land and see it off the
plane. I heard ZOOM! The plane started to speed, then we landed. The
first thing I did was get to the statue. There were a lot of people. I felt
happy. My heart was going THUMP THUMP.
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SAMUEL
WANG
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR NICENESS

Ingredients:
6 cups of giving people a chance
3 teaspoons of helping other people
4 gallons of letting other people go first
7 teaspoons of giving other people their space
2 cups of giving yourself rest
1½ gallons of coming to place your friends invite you to
Directions:
First, fry 6 cups of giving people a chance. Giving people chances to
make other people feel important.
Next, melt 2 cups of giving yourself rest. Giving yourself some rest
helps you do all the other things.
Then, grill 3 teaspoons of helping other people makes other people
want to help you back.
After, chop 4 gallons of letting other people go first. Letting other
people go first makes them feel happy.
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Last, bake 1½ gallons of coming to places your friends invite you to.
Going to the spaces your friends invite you is nice to them because
they get to play with you.
Finally, serve 7 teaspoons of giving other people their space. Giving
other people their space helps them calm down when they’re mad.
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THE PIECE OF GALAXY
FROM SPACE
A large part of becoming is discovering oneself as an individual. This section
reflects on the adventures that one takes on the journey to selfhood. Whether
it is All About Kamani or deciding between pizza and the best game, creating
a Recipe for Courage or Learning about Friends, this section is packed with
action.

CELIE
WILLIAMS
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

A WALK IN THE WOODS

It all started when I was sitting on the couch. Everyone was packing
when my friend Olivia came over. My mom said we should take a walk
to say goodbye. We walked and walked. We kept walking and saw this
weird thing that holds water. We talked along the way. Then we heard
rustling like there was an animal in the bushes. We discovered that
it was a bunny and a garden snake in another bush. So, my brother
screamed and me and my friend laughed at him. We turned around
to go back home. Later on, when we were almost there, I tripped and
fell and got a scar. We went home and put a band-aid on it. Later on,
we went to a hotel. The next day we went to the pool and we lived a
happy life.
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JOCELYN
GONZALEZ
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ALL ABOUT KAMANI

Did you know my friend Kamani is so cute? My friend Kamani is from
San Francisco. She has two sisters. She has two dogs and one cat.
Another interesting thing about Kamani’s culture and family is that
they live in San Francisco. I think you will enjoy learning about her
because Kamani is one of the most important friends ever.
My friend likes to do many things such as drink hot chocolate when
she is inside, and she likes to play with her brown, white, and grey
dogs and cats. Kamani is good at football and cheerleading.
In conclusion, my friend Kamani is proud that her dog got out of
surgery. She dreams that she can be Cardi B’s sister. I love Kamani
because she likes me and is the best friend in the world.
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KHALIL
WASHINGTONJONES
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

HOW THE WITCH TURNED A
ZOOLOGIST INTO DRACULA
One night at dinner, a witch appeared at a zoologist’s door. She had
a pet werewolf and she smelled stinky like a trash can. Then the
werewolf grumbled at the zoologist. The zoologist cried because it
grumbled really loudly, and she started shimmering and shaking.
Then the witch cast a spell like this: “Scaly Dragon, Colorful Sour.”
Then the zoologist got turned into the famous vampire, Dracula Count.
And then he ate the witch’s blood from her brain and legs and arms
and lungs and body.
After, Dracula Count dropped her body in a trash can and ate
everybody’s blood. Then he started eating buildings and cars and
motorcycles. Dessert was bloody cake and ice cream from the bodies.
Then he crunch ate windows that he loved. Then he exploded from
eating so much.
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TAFT
WILSON
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

DO I WANT PIZZA?

I’m eight and I love eating pizza slices. The first time I ate pepperoni
pizza I was four. I was with my mom and we were at Costco. It smelled
like cheese pizza and it looked like Office Depot because it was so huge
and had lots of shelves of things. Then the gooey pizza was dripping
from the tip of the slice. I was curious to learn what it tasted like. It
was one of the best things I had ever tasted. It made me satisfied. I
also like pizza from Pizza Hut because it is cheesy. Some of the days
we have pizzas are Mondays and weekends. It is so good.
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BLAKE
VERDUN
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

WHEN I WENT TO A CARNIVAL

Have you ever been to a carnival? One day I went to a carnival with my
mom. It was warm like a heater. I was outside. I saw a lot of people!
I smelled food like hotdogs. I had a good day because all the rides
were so fun. When the carnival was over, we went home. We took two
buses. The ride was long. I brushed my teeth, put on some pajamas
and went to sleep.
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ISAIAH
OSBORNE
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR FOOTBALL YAY!

Ingredients:
4 tablespoons of watching Odell Beckham Jr.
10 teaspoons of passing
1 cup of running
3 cups of catching
1 gallon of hiking
15 gallons of doing your best
Directions:
First, melt 4 tablespoons of watching Odell Beckham Jr. so we get to
know the stunts and moves.
Next, mix 10 teaspoons of passing to get your arm better.
Then, stir 1 cup of running to get faster.
After, pour 3 cups of catching to know how to protect your face.
Then, peel 1 gallon of hiking. It’s how you give the QB the ball.
Last, combine 15 gallons of doing your best to learn and knowing what
to do and get better.
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JACOB
NIXON
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

$60,000,000

If I had $60,000,000, I would buy lots of candy. I would buy three
hundred orange lollipops because they are my favorite. My favorite
dessert is chocolate cake. My name is Jacob. I am from Granada and
some of my family is from San Francisco. I have one brother named
Malachi who in fourth grade at Starr King. I have three dogs named
Daisy, Michael, and Peter. Another interesting thing about my culture
and family is that we really like animals. I would also buy thirty soft
beef tacos for me and my dad and mom and brothers. I think you will
enjoy learning more about me because I like to read and can tell you
about good books to read, like Dog Man.
I like to do many things such as play pillow-volleyball when I am
inside and do free throws in basketball with my cousin and my aunt
and my brother when we are outside. I also like to scooter with my
brother. I like pepperoni pizza because it is good. My favorite movie is
Black Panther because he is cool.
In conclusion, I am proud of how I am good at dancing and singing.
I dream that I can visit Granada and become a spy-ninja when I grow
up. If I were a spy-ninja, I could go on secret missions. I want to be
able to appear candy out of nowhere.
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LA DIAMOND
TAYLORBAREFIELD
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

A RAINBOW SPELL

An evil witch got off a scary black bus and knocked on my door. “Get
out,” I said. And then she ran and cast a rainbow spell. The spell
turned the unicorn into a rainbow frog that spit boogers. I watched
her start to spit boogers. The frog started to go into the TV. The witch
was happy.

75

KINGSTON
MORRIS
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

THE WORST NIGHT OF MY LIFE

I saw a flashing rainbow light. After, I heard someone knocking at the
door. I went to open it, and no one was there. So, I went back into the
house. There was more knocking. No one was there! I looked out the
window and there was a wizard and witch with a green dragon, blue
unicorn, and a nine-tail fox that looked like the night with shining stars.
They were holding a potion, and the bottle had skull and crossbones.
They walked in and they gave me the potion. It looked like poison, but
it was a good potion. It was chewy. The witch took me to a castle to
slice me. The wizard froze me. I turned into stone. I felt rocky. I was
still breathing. I just couldn’t move. The nine-tailed fox, unicorn, and
dragon wanted to help me. The nine-tailed fox distracted the witch
and the wizard. The unicorn tried to use her powers to turn me into
a human. The dragon used his claws to help me get out. I broke free.
To be continued . . .
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NINA
LIANG
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR COURAGE

Ingredients:
1 cup of helpfulness
1½ tablespoons of peaceness
2 teaspoons of adventure
1¼ gallons of breaths
2 cups of practicing in your bedroom
3 tablespoons of bravery
Directions:
To make courage, grate 1 cup of helpfulness. You might need helpfulness
because it’s hard to start at first.
Next, level 1½ tablespoons of peaceness. Practice having peace to
yourself might make you confident.
Then, stir 2 teaspoons of adventure. Usually, after adventure, you’ll
feel more courage than ever!
Next, blend 1¼ gallon of breaths. Sometimes, it’s scary when you’re
about to take an adventure, so you take deep breaths.
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Finally, pour 2 cups of practicing in your bedroom. Most of the time,
when you practice in your bedroom, you know how to act and what
you need to approach.
Last, melt 3 tablespoons of bravery. You should always have bravery
in you, or else you’ll never get the chance.
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ATHENA
SEFO
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

SALLY THE MISSING PRINCESS

Sally heard yelling from the back of the castle. It was her mom and
dad yelling because her mom wanted to take all the kids. Sally lived
in a castle because she was a princess. She was the prettiest princess
because she had blond hair and light blue eyes. She loved her world.
It was full of clouds and sometimes she ate some of the clouds. Sally
loved how the clouds tasted like ice cream.
When Sally heard what her mom said, she felt sad and she ran to
her bedroom. She heard this: “I will take over the land and take all the
children!” Sally ran to her bedroom, writing what her mom said. She
kept on repeating what her mom said at night. She woke up at 5:30
a.m. and got up.
Sally said, “I hear a lot of yelling!”
Running to her mom and dad’s bedroom, she saw they were fighting.
Sally had enough, so she packed all her stuff and never came home.
Two years later . . .
Sally was all grown up. Sally said, “I’m back home now to fight this
evil King and Queen.”
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The people looked at Sally and they said, “Does she dare fight the
evil Queen and King?”
Sally walked into the castle and said, “I came in to end this.”
The Queen said, “Who dare battle me?!”
Sally said, “Me, Sally Golden Star!”
The Queen said, “Sally?”
The King said, “Sally?” The King heard Sally’s name and
remembered. The King and Queen hugged Sally, the only child they
had lost. They were back to a happy family.
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JACOB
SASTRA
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR BRAVERY

Ingredients:
65 teaspoons of armor
60 cups of swords
1 gallons of bow and arrow
6 gallons of puppies
6 teaspoons of shields
1,999,999,999 gallons of dragons
3 gallons of activity
4 teaspoons of nice hearts
3 cups of things you fear
1 cup of trusting yourself
Instructions:
First, barbeque 1,999,999,999 gallons of dragons, then coat them in
6 gallons of puppies, and fold. Your dragons will be nicer because
the puppies will love the dragons.
Next, boil 65 teaspoons of armor, 60 cups of swords, and 6 teaspoons
of shields. Serve the body. You’ll be braver with your armor.
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Then, mix 1 gallon of arrows with activity because the bow is faster to
knight the remaining 1 gallons of dragon.
Add 25 teaspoons of courage to your bow and arrow. You’ll get more
courage on your arrow.
Grill nice hearts and serve on your body. It will let other pets and
people like you and help you.
Finally add the rest of your ingredients, you’ll probably be braver.
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JONATHAN “JJ”
JIMENEZ
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

A FAST RUNNER

Did you know Nesley is from a very, very far away place? My friend
Nesley is from Wisconsin. She has a dog named Chancho. Nesley loves
Chancho especially when he gives her kisses. Another interesting
thing about Nesley’s culture and family is that they are Mexican. I
think you will enjoy learning more about her because she has a lot of
favorite things.
My friend likes to do many things such as read when she is inside
and go on runs when she is outside. Her favorite food is sandwiches
and her favorite book is Harry Potter. Another hobby is drawing.
Nesley is good at art and baking cookies.
In conclusion, my friend, Nesley, is proud of finishing college. She
is a fast runner and a good drawer. She hopes to visit Greece and she
dreams that she can solve global warming and be a therapist.

83

TUCKER
MAYER-TAM
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR PRACTICE

Ingredients:
3 cups of not being afraid of getting hit by a baseball
5 cups of practice swinging a bat
2 gallons of practicing everything
10 cups of throwing a baseball
7 tablespoons of working as a team
8 cups of running
Directions:
First, fry 3 cups of not being afraid of getting hit by a baseball because
when you play baseball you get hit a lot.
Next, add 5 cups of practice swinging a bat because you have to hit
the ball to get on base.
Then, grill 2 gallons of practicing everything because you have to
practice getting better.
After, blend 10 cups of throwing a baseball because when someone
hits the ball to you, you have to throw it to someone.
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Then, bake 7 tablespoons of working as a team because baseball is a
team game.
Last, toss 8 cups of running because when you hit the ball, you have
to run to a base.
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DOYUL
KIM
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR BASKETBALL

Ingredients:
8 teaspoons of power
11 gallons of accuracy
9 cups of skill
10 cups of teamwork
1 teaspoon of coaches
6 gallons of practice
Directions:
First, toss in 8 teaspoons of power, so you can shoot.
Next, add 11 gallons of accuracy, so you can score.
Then, fry 9 cups of skill, so you can get around the defenders.
After, blend 10 cups of teamwork, so you can pass to score.
Then, pinch 1 teaspoon of coaches, so they can tell you THE PLAN.
Last, dip in 6 gallons of practice, so you can get better.
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REECE
JOHNSON
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

SERVE IT AND PLAY

Ingredients:
20 gallons of fun
10 cups of cartoons
10 tablespoons of video games
5 gallons of tutorial
1,000 gallons of players
100 teaspoons of respect
Directions:
First, stir in 20 gallons of fun. So then other people will play the game.
Next, add 10 cups of cartoons because if you don’t have them, it’ll be
realistic.
Then, fry 10 tablespoons of videogames so then you can play it.
After, pour 5 gallons of tutorial, so then people will know how to play.
Then, melt 1,000 gallons of players and 100 teaspoons of respect,
so then there will be players to play and respect to make it a good
place.
Last, serve it and play.
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CHANIYAH
COLEMAN
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

EMPATHY

Barbie is in a movie. One day I went to the movie with Barbie. The
movie was Black Panther. It was dark and we got scared. Later on, we
ate popcorn and laughed. I liked it when they were fighting. Then the
movie ended. In the end, I felt happy, because Jesus and me went to
the park, then I played with him.

88

ANKA
RAHMAN
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE TO BE A GOOD FRIEND

Ingredients:
7 cups of support
17 gallons of friendship
2 tablespoons of trustworthiness
1 gallon of patience
5 teaspoons of interactive
11 tablespoons of kind words
Directions:
First, chop up 7 cups of support. If you support your teammates or
peers, they will support you back.
Next, scramble 17 gallons of friendship. To begin a friendship, you
MUST be friendly.
Then, level 2 tablespoons of trustworthiness. You must be trustworthy
and reliable. So, if they wanted to talk about something, they would
come to you.
After, blend 1 gallon of patience. Beginning a friendship might be hard,
and take a while, so you need to be patient.

89

Then, add 5 teaspoons of interactive. You need to be interactive and
fun because most people don’t like boring things.
Last, pinch 11 tablespoons of kind words. You need to use kind words,
so you don’t hurt their feelings.
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NEHEMIAH
MEAFUA
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

DOMOZOR THE DESTROYER

The wizard of the dark was trying to strike back at the witches. Last
time they made a fool out of him. He was just gonna make a smoke
bomb, but the piece of galaxy from space fell on his smoke. It was close
so it looked like it consumed it. It was the same sound.
After that, what hopped out of it was a magic dog. The wizard
named it Domozor. He was the most powerful dog, so strong he could
destroy a whole entire universe. Domozor was a destroyer. One of the
most powerful destroyers. In fact, he was the strongest destroyer.
The destroyers are from the secret planet Volmir. Domozor got to
Earth from a black hole. Domozor can also teleport. The wizard said,
“Oh great god, what are you doing here? I sensed darkness . . .”
To be continued . . .
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IT’S BAD LUCK TO
KEEP SEASHELLS
One of the topics of the personal narratives written in third grade focused on
resolving a conflict with a friend. In fact, one of the learning goals of third
grade is to be able to write a narrative which engages the literary term of
conflict. Students wrote about family road trips, good sportsmanship, and
losing a pet. On field trips, they also wrote recipes for abstract concepts such as
friendship, sportsmanship, or even 826 Valencia. What makes a good friend?
How does one listen?

KAEDO
VALDES
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

FAMILY ROAD TRIP

One day, I went to Texas with my family. It took three days. Three
hot days. Later on, we stopped at gas stations for food, gas, and
bathrooms. When we got there, I felt good and joyful. When we got
there, it was like 3:00 p.m. We went to sleep. In the morning, we went
to my cousins’ house. I stayed a night and then we went to the beach.
I found a bunch of seashells. I found a big one. I put all the small ones
back because my aunt said it’s bad luck to keep seashells. And I put
the big one back. I got an Xbox that they bought me at Best Buy.
The first thing I did on my Xbox was download Fortnite. I waited a
long time for it to download. Then I played for ten minutes and went
to sleep. When I woke up, my grandma made me a banana milkshake.
Then I went back to my house.
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VAYOLETH
MEMBRENO
HERRERA
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BEST FRIEND SHARON

Did you know that Sharon is really nice? My friend Sharon and her
family are from Honduras. She has no brothers or sisters. She has a pet
guinea pig named Snowblack. Another interesting thing about Sharon’s
culture is that they celebrate Day of the Kids. They get presents and
eat tamales. I think you will enjoy learning about her because she
shares snacks with me and plays with me.
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BRYAN
LOPEZ
AGUILAR
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

KICKED OUT OF THE GAME

Don’t you hate it when you need to be kicked out of the game? When
it looks like trouble and it is not fair?
I wanted to play cops and robbers and I felt happy to play. We were
outside in the school yard playing cops and robbers. But they were
not playing fair. “You’re not playing fair!” I said. They did not want to
play fair. I was feeling mad and angry. Instead it got worse and I felt
sad because they kicked us out of the game. I felt nervous. And then
we decided not to play again with them, and we did not invite them
to our game.
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GREYSON
HUANG
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR TYING YOUR SHOELACES

Ingredients:
1 cup of trying
1 cup of shoelaces
999 gallons of patience
4 tablespoons of fun
3 tablespoons of hard work
5 cups of laughter
Directions:
First, cut 1 cup of trying. You have to try to do it.
Next, fry 3 teaspoons of hard work. You have to try hard to do it.
Then, grate 999 gallons of patience. You need patience to keep on
trying.
After, mix 1 cup of shoelaces. You need shoelaces to tie shoelaces.
Then, blend 4 tablespoons of fun. You should make it fun to keep on
doing it.
Last, spread 5 cups of laughter. If you have fun, you could laugh.
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ARIEL
DAWSON
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

LISTENING

Ms. Yuka wanted the kids to learn math and listen. She felt sad
because the kids were not listening. So, I tried to get everyone to
breathe instead. Then, everyone felt calm when they were breathing.
When I do puppy mind, I feel calm in the moment.
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JOSEPHINE
BARRY-KAO
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP IS IMPORTANT

Ingredients:
3 pinches of hope dust
80 gallons of good sportsmanship
58 drops of sunny/cloudy weather
60 gallons of a good friend
207 gallons of practice
8 gallons of fresh socks
Directions:
To make the best soccer game be true, sprinkle in 3 pinches of hope
dust. Hope dust is important because you need hope to have the
best soccer game.
Next, layer 80 gallons of good sportsmanship. Good sportsmanship is
important because we want people to feel good.
Then, freeze 58 drops of sunny/cloudy weather. Because you don’t
want the weather to be cold but also not hot, so I made it just right.
Then boil 8 gallons of fresh socks. You want to have comfortable
socks!
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After, dip in 207 gallons of practice. ’Cause you’re on a field and will
not know what to do.
Finally, taste 60 gallons of a good friend. You can’t play or have a
good game unless you have a friend.
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LYRIC
WHITE
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

THIS IS A BOOK ABOUT MR. SHEPARD

Did you know that Mr. Shepard wants to be a business owner? My
friend Mr. Shepard is from St. Louis, Missouri. He has four brothers
and one sister. He has a dog named Taco. Another interesting thing
about Mr. Shepard’s culture and family is that they’re African American
and he went to an HBCU (Historically Black College and University). I
think you will enjoy learning more about him because he is a teacher.
My friend likes to do many things such as watch Netflix when he
is inside and take pictures of nature when he is outside. His favorite
food is chicken because it tastes really good. His favorite movie is The
Matrix because he likes the fights and his favorite book is Precinct II
by James Patterson.
In conclusion, my friend, Mr. Shepard, is proud of his relationship
with his wife and God and that he can fix electronics and build things.
He wants to visit Australia and be a business owner. If he could fix one
problem in the world it would be climate change.
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AGATHE
RILLOS
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR SWIMMING IN A DEEP POOL

Ingredients:
2 cups of bravery
1 teaspoon of activity
3 tablespoons of practice
1 gallon of talent
1 teaspoon of lifeguards
1 teaspoon of coaches
Instructions:
First, melt 2 cups of bravery because if you are not brave, you will fail.
Next, grate 1 teaspoon of activity because you will sink if you don’t
float. And you won’t make it.
Then, bake 3 tablespoons of practice. You will sink if you don’t have
practice.
After, scramble 1 gallon of talent, because if you want, you can go to
shows and do tricks.
Then, add 1 teaspoon of lifeguards so you won’t fail.
Last, blend 1 teaspoon of coaches because they teach you how to swim.

102

JAX
PAUL
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR SOCCER

Ingredients:
1 trillion gallons of practice
1 cup of soccer ball
1 billion gallons of skills
1 cup of goalie gloves
3 tablespoons of power
9 tablespoons of accuracy
Directions:
First, level 1 trillion gallons of practice. Practice is really good because
you will get better.
Next, melt 1 cup of soccer ball onto the practice. You need a soccer
ball so you can play.
Then, fry 1 billion gallons of skills on the practice. Skills are important
because without skills you won’t be very good.
After, pour 1 cup of goalie gloves on the skills. Goalie gloves are very
important because if you don’t have goalie gloves, the ball will slip
out of your hands.
Then, spread some power onto the goalie gloves.
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EZRA
TISDALE
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

THE LITTLE BOY AND THE FISH

Sizzle Sizzle. I heard my mom set the chicken in the pan. I was excited
to eat. So, I wanted to play. I looked over at my fish. I heard a noise
come from the fish tank, so I looked over at my fish. I wanted to play
with him.
So, I looked over at my fish and wanted to play with it. His name is
Ezra and he is colorful. I wanted to get him, so I got a chair. I stepped
on the chair. I reached to grab my fish tank. I felt my weight pushing
against the floor. I felt scared. My heart was beating faster than ever.
Then suddenly I felt a drop. My heart stopped for a second.
I fell on the side of my hand. I felt a rip on my hand. My mom rushed
to me, and then we went to the hospital. Then I felt the string go into
my hand and it hurt, but I took it. I woke up and looked at my hand.
Then I heard screaming. It was crazy. I had a string in my hand. There
was a lot of coughing, cough cough. I felt weird and I ran. My eyes filled
up with water. My mom wasn’t here. I missed her and I cried.
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KINGSTON
CHONG
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR HOW TO GET THE BEST SLEEP

Ingredients:
1,000 gallons of books
1,000 gallons of full stomach
1,000 gallons of a very big and soft bed
1,000 gallons of brushing my teeth
1,000 gallons of dreams
1,000 gallons of laying down
Directions:
First, stir 1,000 gallons of books. Reading will help me have a dream.
Next, blend 1,000 gallons of a full stomach to make me sleep.
Then, simmer 1,000 gallons of a big and soft bed so it is comfortable.
After, spread 1,000 gallons of brushing my teeth so clean.
Then, pour 1,000 gallons of dreams because it is fun.
Last, pinch 1,000 gallons of laying down.
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DAYRA
HERNANDEZ
SAENZ
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BEST FRIEND

Did you know that Adriana’s family is fun? My friend Adriana is from
El Salvador. She has a sister and a brother, Samantha and Jeffrey.
They are very fun. Another interesting thing about Adriana’s culture
and family is that her family is from El Salvador. I think you will enjoy
learning more about her because she is fun and funny at the same time.
My friend likes to do many things such as play with Barbies when
she is inside, and she plays tag with her friends when she is outside.
Another hobby is to run and jump around. She is good at math. Adriana
likes to go to Los Angeles because she has an auntie there. Her
favorite color is pink, like me.
In conclusion, my friend Adriana is proud of math because she is
learning. When she grows up, she wants to be a teacher and dreams
that she will save the pandas. She is my best friend because she is nice.
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HEI CHON “CJ”
WONG
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR DRAWING

Ingredients:
1,000,000 tablespoons of lead
20,000,000 cups of pencils
40,000 gallons of eraser
10,000 cups of good mood
1,000,000,000 tablespoons of paper
10,000,000,000 tablespoons of imagination
Directions:
First, slice 40,000 gallons of eraser so we can erase pencil marks.
Next, pour 10,000,000,000 tablespoons of imagination. So, we will
have good ideas.
Then, fry 1,000,000 tablespoons of lead. So, if we run out of lead, we
will have extra lead.
After, boil 10,000 cups of good mood. So, we won’t get distracted.
Then, grill 1,000,000,000 tablespoons of paper we can draw on.
Last, grate 20,000,000 cups of pencils so we can use to draw.
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KARLA
DIAZ
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ALL ABOUT MY FRIEND NAZARET

Did you know Nazaret can play the recorder? My friend Nazaret
is from Mexico. He has one sister. He has a pet dog named Curly.
Another interesting thing about Nazaret’s culture and family is he is
from San Francisco. I think you will enjoy learning more about him
because he helps his friends read the alphabet. He is nine years old.
My friend likes to do many things such as play with Mr. Potato Head
when he is inside and walk his dog at the park when he is outside.
Another hobby is playing Angry Birds with the tablet. Nazaret is good
at playing the recorder.
In conclusion, my friend, Nazaret, is proud of taking care of his dog
and dreams that when he grows up, he will be a teacher.
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TODO SOBRE MI AMIGO NAZARET

Sabías que Nazaret puede tocar la flauta? Mi amigo Nazaret es de
Mexico. El tiene una hermana. Tiene un perro que se llama Curly. Otra
cosa interesante sobre la cultura y familia de Nazaret es que es de San
Francisco. Creo que vas a disfrutar aprender sobre él porque le ayuda
a sus amigos leer el alfabeto. El tiene nueve años.
A mi amigo le gusta hacer muchas cosas como jugar con el señor
Potato Head cuando está adentro y caminar su perro en el parque
cuando está afuera. Otro pasatiempo es jugar Angry Birds en su
tableta. Nazaret es talentoso en tocar la flauta.
En conclusión, mi amigo Nazaret está orgulloso de cuidar a su perro y
suena que cuando crezca sea un maestro.
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JASELYNN
GROVE
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

DISNEY CHANNEL DAY

“Hey guys,” said some lady in the malls as she was walking up to me
and my cousin.
I said, “Hi,” back.
Before we were going to ask her name, we heard a POP! It sounded
so loud, like a gunshot, but thank god it wasn’t. There was a balloon
shop a couple stores down from us. All you could hear was screams.
It was just all of the balloons had popped.
After that she told us her name was Sophia. Sophia asked our
names. We said, “Amiyah and Jaselynn.” She said we had pretty
names, but what she said after shook me. She said she would like me
to be on Disney Channel. Then she asked me to test my scream and
my laugh. But everyone knows I couldn’t do that. She got a little mad
that I didn’t do it. She walked away.
After she had walked away, another woman walked up to me. Her
name was Betty. She asked the same thing. Then my mom came up and
she asked my mom. My mom said it was okay. The next day I nailed
the try out. I made it on Disney Channel. I made it on a new TV show.
I forgot the name of the TV show, but I was still happy. I yelled, “Yay!”
after I made the try outs. My mom was so happy for me. They said the
shooting starts tomorrow.
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YUTENG
GAO
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE TO PLAY ROBLOX

Ingredients:
1 teaspoon of avatar
Infinite gallons of games
3 gallons of knowledge
1¼ cup of electronics
¼ teaspoon of Robux
50 gallons of your own game!
Directions:
First, measure 1 teaspoon of avatar for your character.
Next, add infinite gallons of games to play.
Then, fold in 3 gallons of knowledge for good games.
After, deep-fry 50 gallons of your own game so you can earn Robux.
Then, bake ¼ teaspoons of Robux so you can buy stuff for your cool
avatar.
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SHANTEL
JOHNSON
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE

Ingredients:
1 whole goose
10 gallons of friends
20 gallons of speed
1,000 gallons of working together
30 gallons of helping the team
100 cups of fun
Directions:
First, grill 10 gallons of friends because if people get hurt, they will
take you to the nurse.
Next, layer 20 gallons of speed because you need to run fast, so you
don’t get tagged.
Then, level 1 whole goose because we need to know their height.
After, melt 100 cups of fun so everyone can have fun.
Then, pinch 30 gallons of helping the team so everyone has a good
fun time.
Last, pour 1,000 gallons of working together so nobody loses.
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JEFFEREY
PELESAUMA
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR MALALA A LEADER

Ingredients:
2 cups of standing up
1 gallon of don’t give up
3 tablespoons of brave
5 teaspoons of learning
6 cups of safety
7 gallons of speak up
Directions:
First, you fry 2 cups of standing up for yourself to tell someone how
you feel.
Next, blend 1 gallon of don’t give up. If you give up, you might lose,
but if you don’t give up, you might win.
Then, spread 3 tablespoons of brave. If you are scared and you are not
scared that means you are brave.
After, slice 5 teaspoons of learning. Learning is for working hard.
Then, bake 6 cups of safety. Safety means to try not to get hurt and
to help people.
Last, boil 7 cups of speak up. Speaking up for the rights of your people.
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10,000 CUPS OF WRITING

All and all, the reader will discover that our students performed 10,000
Cups of Writing—which is the recipe for a great book, after all. We hope
you enjoyed this journey with us. Students have many more years of writing
wonder to come.

VICTOR
HOPKINS
Age 9 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

ALL ABOUT BEARS

Have you ever seen bears in the forest when you were hiking? I have
to tell you about bears because they are so cool. In this essay, I’m
going to teach you about food, about where they live, and a few kinds
of bears.
The first thing I’m going to teach you is what bears eat. One thing
bears eat is fish. Another thing is honey. A final thing they eat is
berries.
The next thing I’m going to teach you is they live in the woods.
Another thing is that they live in caves. Another thing is they live in
snow.
The final thing I’m going to teach you is kinds. Polar bears live in
snow. Grizzlies live in the woods. Browns live in caves.
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KALIYAH
MOZEKE
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

KALIYAH AND THE MAGIC WIZARD

One night at dinner a wizard popped up at the door. I said, “Who is
it?” And he had the potion for me. I said, “Thank you wizard!” His pet
fairy flew on my hand. I said, “Get off my hand.”
I pushed the fairy off my hand. I figured out he tricked me by giving
me a mind control potion. I listened to the master.
The wizard told me to break my house into pieces! So I did.
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ADRIANA
JUAREZ
MONGE
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ODE TO STRAWBERRY CAKE

Oh, strawberry cake,
You look like a pink triangle.
Oh, strawberry cake,
You feel happy like a unicorn.
Oh, strawberry cake,
You taste juicy,
You have strawberries.
Oh, strawberry cake,
You remind me of my family
and my friends.
Oh, strawberry cake,
“I eat you! Can I eat you?”
Oh, strawberry cake,
I wish to eat you.
Oh, strawberry cake,
You are as delicious as apples.
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ESTEBAN
GUTIERREZ
CHAPARO
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

HIS FAVORITE FOOD IS PIZZA

Did you know Jerry is my friend? My friend Jerry is from Florida. He
has no sisters or brothers. He has a small pet turtle named Pedro.
Another interesting thing about Jerry’s culture and family is that he
loves his mom. I think you will enjoy learning more about him because
he’s my best friend.
My friend likes to do many things such as playing Roblox and
Fortnite on his iPhone when he is inside and playing soccer when he is
outside. Jerry and I play soccer together and it’s so fun. Another hobby
is hip hop. Jerry is good at it. His favorite food is pizza and his favorite
movie is The Addams Family.
In conclusion, my friend Jerry is proud of taking care of his turtle
named Pedro. My favorite thing to talk about with Jerry is Fortnite.
We say, “Jump off the bus!” Jerry dreams that he will help animals and
trees by giving them water.
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HILLARY
CONTRERAS
RODRIGUEZ
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BIOGRAPHY ABOUT MY BEST FRIEND

Did you know that Sheymi is so fun? My friend Sheymi is from
Guatemala. She has four brothers. She has a pet dog named Muñeca.
Another interesting thing about Sheymi’s culture is that she gives her
family presents at Christmas. I think you will enjoy learning about her
because she is so hermosa (beautiful).
My friend likes to do many things such as play and eat when she is
inside and make slime and play on the computer when she is outside.
She likes to read the Mermaid books. Sheymi’s favorite food is pollo
asado, tamales de elotes, huevo con frijoles, and chuchitos carne asada.
In conclusion, my friend Sheymi is proud that her family plays with
her. One thing I like about my best friend Sheymi is that she has five
dogs! She has been my friend since kindergarten.
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MI BIOGRAFIA SOBRE MI MEJOR AMIGA

Sabías que Sheymi es tan divertida? Mi amiga Sheymi es de Guatemala.
Ella tiene cuatro hermanos. Tiene un perro que se llama Muñeca. Otra
cosa interesante sobre la cultura y familia de Sheymi es que ella le da
regalos a su familia en Navidad. Pienso que vas a disfrutar aprender
sobre ella porque es tan hermosa.
A mi amiga le gusta hacer muchas cosas como jugar y comer cuando
está adentro y hacer “slime” y jugar en la computadora. Le gusta leer
los libros de la sirenita. La comida favorita de Sheymi es el pollo
asado, tamales de elote, huevos con frijoles y chuchitos carne asada.
En conclusion, mi amiga Sheymi esta orgullosa que su familia juega
con ella. Una cosa que me gusta sobre mi mejor amiga Sheymi es que
ella tiene cinco perros! Ella a sido mi amiga desde kinder!
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NAZARET
ALVAREZ
PORTILLO
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ODE TO TOMATO SANDWICH

Oh, tomato sandwich,
You look delicious
You look delicious and hungry
You are my favorite
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ERIC
MARTIN JR.
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

MILKCHOCO ONLINE FPS

Assault level is when you stop the enemy team. Try to stop them from
getting to ten percent full. MilkChoco is a fun game. There are different
levels: Capture the Milk, Container Death, Ice Bang, a new update of
the map, Kill Devil, Free for All, Assault Level. All the levels. Also
Battle Royale. Ice Bang is when you destroy the enemy jug, shoot
someone when they’re frozen, or shoots you to unfreeze you or your
team. You need to get your friend’s number on MilkChoco.
To be continued . . .
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BYRON
CORTEZ
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

THE HAIRY, FURRY MONSTER

The wizard knocked on the door of my castle and opened it with a
magic spell saying, “Open the door.”
Then my red dragon turned into a hairy, furry monster because the
wizard did a spell on him. Then I saw my hairy, furry monster and the
wizard pointed his stick at the monster.
Then I pushed the wizard and got the magic stick and then after
I turned the hairy, furry monster into my dragon again. After I did a
spell on the wizard and the wizard turned into an ugly frog.
To be continued . . .
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LORRAINE
CHEN
Age 9 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR THE BEST DREAM

Ingredients:
5 cups of fun to have good times
10 tablespoons of imagination to have a different thing than real life
10 teaspoons of friendship to not be so lonely
3 cups of flyness to fly all around
4 tablespoons of energy to not get so tired
Directions:
Stir in 5 cups of fun. Fun will make people happy and not sad.
Blend in 10 tablespoons of imagination. Imagination will make things
different than real life.
Layer 10 teaspoons of friendship. Friendship will make people not so
lonely.
Add 3 cups of flyness. Flyness will make people fly all around.
Spread 4 tablespoons of energy. Energy will make people not so tired.
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WILDER
RAMIREZ
CASTANON
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ODE TO FISH

Caliente
Hot
Good
Tomato lettuce
Oh fish,
Grey cup
Flavorful
Family rich
Mi hermano
For you
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ODA A PESCADO

Caliente
Caliente
Rico
Tomate, lechuga
Oh pescado,
Taza gris
Sabroso
Familia rica
Mi Hermano
Para ti
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JONATHAN
GARCIA
LOPEZ
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

I EAT BIG MACS

Oh, Big Mac,
You look like three pieces of bread
Oh, Big Mac, you make me feel happy
Oh, Big Mac,
You are so amazing because you’re delicious
Oh, Big Mac,
I eat you alone happy
Oh, Big Mac,
Oh, Big Mac,
A wish to be a wolf
Oh, Big Mac,
Seen as candy

128

ASHER
GORDON
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

PRANK WARS

Have you ever been told to do your chores but never did them? Jake
was playing on his computer. His mom wanted him to do his chores and
clean up his room. He tried to ignore his mom. But it didn’t work. So
he faked by raging. His mom got scared and he started laughing. And
the mom did the chores herself. Jake was playing video games again.
His mom was annoyed so his mom decided to prank him back, so she
said, “I’m going somewhere Jake, okay?”
Jake replied, “Okay.” His mom went to the Halloween store and went
back. Suddenly, she snuck in and scared Jake.
She said, “WOOGA BOOGA BOOGA!” and Jake screamed because
she was wearing a creepy mask. She screamed medium so Jake heard
it. Jake ran away. He ran into the bathroom. His mom was laughing
and told him it was just her. So, Jake hated it and made his room dirty
again. His mom was tired, so she didn’t even bother going in there. She
ignored him for the rest of the day. In the end, Jake felt scared, because
his mom scared him. His mom was wearing a very, very, very creepy
mask. It was a bald witch hat.
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WILLIAM
“WILL” TAO
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR HALLOWEEN

Ingredients:
11,000 gallons of candy
100 gallons of scary
100 gallons of trick or treat
100 gallons of costumes
100 gallons of haunted house
10,000 gallons of Halloween movies
Directions:
Make 11,000 gallons of candy to make Halloween.
Stir 100 gallons of scary to make scary stuff.
Grill 100 gallons of trick or treat.
Fry 100 gallons of costumes.
Cut 100 gallons of haunted house.
Spread 10,000 gallons of Halloween movies.

130

JOSE
MIRANDA
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

MY BEST FRIEND BRYAN

Bryan wants to be a policeman. My friend Bryan is from Guatemala. He
is the only child. He has no pets, but he likes pandas, cats, and dogs.
Another interesting thing about Bryan’s culture and family is that he
celebrates Christmas and Halloween. I think you will enjoy learning
about him because his story is awesome.
My friend likes to do many things like play Free Fire when he is
inside and play soccer and ride a bike when he is outside. His favorite
food is pizza because he likes pepperoni and cheese. His favorite
movie is Spiderman 2. He likes it because it is interesting to see when
Spiderman gets his powers.
In conclusion, my friend Bryan is proud of winning a soccer
game and he likes to swim and play soccer. He dreams he can be a
policeman. Bryan wants to help and save all pandas.
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EDRIC
LIN
Age 8 • Starr King Elementary School

RECIPE FOR BUILDING A ROBOT

Ingredients:
1 piece of metal head with eyes and mouth
1 piece of metal body with missiles and a hole and a cap in the back
2 pieces of arms and hands
2 pieces of legs and feet
15 gallons of fuel
Directions:
First, create a body with missiles and a hole with a cap in the back
because they can help it fight crime.
Next, build a head with eyes and mouth, because they help it think
and see and eat.
Then, attach arms and hands together, because they will help it grab
and punch.
After, hammer legs and feet together because they help it walk and
kick.
Then, pour 15 gallons of fuel in the hole then put on the cap because
it will help it live.
Last, combine the top things because it will look cool.
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JERRY
VELASQUEZ-LOPEZ
Age 9 • Bret Harte Elementary School

ODE TO MY CUPCAKE

Oh cupcake, you look like dark brown chocolate
Oh cupcake, esta comida me hace sentir muy poderoso y feliz
You, cupcake, made me feel happy
Oh cupcake, las cosas mas maravillosas son su color son muy bonitos
y muy ricos
Two tasty things about you are the sour and the bread
Oh cupcake, yo como la cosa tan rica con mi mama
I eat you with my mom
Oh cupcake, yo digo que esta comida es muy rica y muy sabrosa
I say “you are so special”
Oh cupcake, yo deseo que mi mama me deje comer esta comida
I wish you can get in my mouth
Oh cupcake,
You are as chocolatey as ice cream
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KAMANI
MOORE
Age 8 • Bret Harte Elementary School

A GOOD AND FUNNY FRIEND

I am going to tell you about Jocelyn. My friend Jocelyn is from
Honduras. She has one brother and one sister. She has a pet dog
named Lucy. Another interesting thing about Jocelyn’s culture and
family is that she lives with her mom. I think you will enjoy learning
about her because she is a really good friend and a funny friend.
My friend likes to do many things such as play Playstation when she
is inside, and she likes to play on her bike when she is outside. Another
hobby is shopping. Jocelyn is good at playing with her dog.
In conclusion, my friend Jocelyn is proud of her dog and dreams she
can go to Fiona’s house.
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FAITH
SYLVESTER
Age 8 • Malcolm X Academy Elementary School

RECIPE FOR 826 VALENCIA MISSION BAY

Ingredients:
½ gallon of kindness
3 cups of helpfulness
10 gallons of fun
100 gallons of beauty
5 teaspoons of welcomeness
10,000 cups of writing
Directions:
First, fry ½ gallon of kindness. Kindness makes the kids feel happy.
Next, blend 3 cups of helpfulness. They help us with our work so we
can get better at writing.
Then, bread 10 gallons of fun. You guys let us play because you guys
care about us.
After, melt 100 gallons of beauty. You guys decorate 826 Valencia so
we can be imaginative.
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Then, dip 5 teaspoons of welcomeness. You guys let anybody come in
that is exciting.
Last, bake 10,000 cups of writing. You guys tell us what to do then we
do it. You help us write and help me focus, so I can do well in school.
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ABOUT 826 VALENCIA

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO
826 Valencia is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting underresourced students ages six to eighteen with their creative and expository
writing skills and to helping teachers inspire their students to write. Our
services are structured around the understanding that great leaps in
learning can happen with one-on-one attention and that strong writing
skills are fundamental to future success.
826 Valencia comprises three writing centers—located in San
Francisco’s Mission District, Tenderloin neighborhood, and Mission
Bay—and three satellite classrooms at nearby schools. All of our
centers are fronted by kid-friendly, weird, and whimsical stores, which
serve as portals to learning and gateways for the community. All of our
programs are offered free of charge. Since we first opened our doors
in 2002, thousands of volunteers have dedicated their time to working
with tens of thousands of students.

PROGRAMS
FIELD TRIPS
Classes from public schools around San Francisco visit our writing
centers for a morning of high-energy learning about the craft of
storytelling. Four days a week, our Field Trips produce bound,
illustrated books and professional-quality podcasts, infusing creativity,
collaboration, and the arts into students’ regular school day.
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IN-SCHOOLS PROGRAMS
We bring teams of volunteers into high-need schools around the city
to support teachers and provide one-on-one assistance to students as
they tackle various writing projects, including newspapers, research
papers, oral histories, and more. We have a special presence at Buena
Vista Horace Mann K–8, Everett Middle School, and Mission High
School, where we staff dedicated Writers’ Rooms throughout the
school year.
AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING
During the school year, 826 Valencia’s centers are packed five days
a week with neighborhood students who come in after school and in
the evenings for tutoring in all subject areas, with a special emphasis
on creative writing and publishing. During the summer these students
participate in our Exploring Words Summer Camp, where we explore
science and writing through projects, outings, and activities in a super
fun, educational environment.
WORKSHOPS
826 Valencia offers workshops designed to foster creativity and
strengthen writing skills in a wide variety of areas, from playwriting
to personal essays to starting a zine. All workshops, from the playful
to the practical, are project-based and are taught by experienced,
accomplished professionals. Over the summer, our Young Authors’
Workshop provides an intensive writing experience for high-schoolaged students.
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
We offer a roster of programs designed to help students get into
college and be successful there. Every year, we grant several $20,000
scholarships to college-bound seniors, provide one-on-one support to
two hundred students via the Great San Francisco Personal Statement
Weekend, and partner with ScholarMatch to offer college access
workshops to the middle- and high-school students in our tutoring
programs. We also offer internships, peer tutoring stipends, and career
workshops to our youth leaders.
138

PUBLISHING
Students in all of 826 Valencia’s programs have the ability to explore,
experience, and celebrate themselves as writers in part because of our
professional-quality publishing. In addition to the book you’re holding,
826 Valencia publishes newspapers, magazines, chapbooks, podcasts,
and blogs—all written by students.
TEACHER OF THE MONTH
From the beginning, 826 Valencia’s goal has been to support
teachers. We aim to both provide the classroom support that helps
our hardworking teachers meet the needs of all our students and
to celebrate their important work. Every month, we receive letters
from students, parents, and educators nominating outstanding
teachers for our Teacher of the Month award, which comes with a
$1,500 honorarium. Know an SFUSD teacher you want to nominate?
Guidelines can be found at 826valencia.org.
826 NATIONAL
826 Valencia’s success has spread across the country. Under the
umbrella of 826 National, writing and tutoring centers have opened
up in eight more cities. If you would like to learn more about other 826
programs, please visit the following websites.
826 National
826national.org

826michigan
826michigan.org

826 Boston
826boston.org

826 MSP
826msp.org

826CHI
826chi.org

826 New Orleans
826neworleans.org

826DC
826dc.org

826NYC
826nyc.org

826LA
826la.org

826 Valencia
826valencia.org
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IT’S ALWAYS
A GOOD TIME
TO GIVE
WE NEED YOUR HELP
We could not do this work without the thousands of volunteers who
make our programs possible. We are always seeking more volunteer
tutors and volunteers with design, illustration, photography, or audio
editing skills. It’s easy to become a volunteer and a bunch of fun to
actually do it.
Please fill out our online application to let us know how you’d
like to lend your time:
826valencia.org/volunteer

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE
Whether it’s loose change or heaps of cash, a donation of any size
will help 826 Valencia continue to offer a variety of free writing and
publishing programs to Bay Area youth.
PLEASE MAKE A DONATION AT:
826valencia.org/donate
YOU CAN ALSO MAIL YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO:
826 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110

Your donation is tax-deductible. What a plus! Thank you!

From the Forests of Rainy Magic explores the spirit and aspirations
of third-graders at three schools in San Francisco’s Bayview and
Potrero Hill neighborhoods, where 826 Valencia provides weekly
reading and writing support. Add in the magic of creativity and
imagination, and a dash of SFUSD curriculum and Common Core
standards to produce the writings you find in this book. From
personal narratives on conflict, to informational essays about what
it means to be a good friend, students have used this opportunity
of expression to put together a beautiful and whimsical reflection
on life, family, and childhood. Like the forest, there is unknown, like
the weather, unpredictable, and like life, this book is full of magic.

826valencia.org
826 Valencia is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting under-resourced
students ages six to eighteen with their creative and expository writing skills and
to helping teachers inspire their students to write. Our services are structured
around the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen with one-onone attention and that strong writing skills are fundamental to future success.

