to the 826 Valencia Bookeaters’ Bash (At-Home Edition!)
We usually start this note with “we’re glad you’re here.” This year, while “here”
looks different for each of us, we are so grateful that you’re part of the 826
Valencia community—wherever you are and in whatever combination of formal
and loungewear you have on!
The past year has been uniquely challenging and inspiring. We deepened
relationships with students, families, and teachers at a time when they especially
needed our support, and moved all our core programs online. We did all of this
during a pandemic that has disproportionately impacted the communities we
serve, in the face of simultaneous crises in health, education, and the economy.
Through it all, this year our nation has seen why this work is so important.
We’ve seen the power of individualized attention to transform relationships to
writing, and to help mitigate the opportunity gap that has widened during distance
learning. And we’ve seen that youth voices are essential to a healthy democracy.
This evening you’ll see powerful testaments to this work and to the power of
writing. We hope you come away inspired by our students’ words, and that you’ll
be proud to support our programs with a gift tonight.
Enjoy the 2021 Bookeaters’ Bash—we’re glad you’re “here!”

THIS EVENING’S PROGRAM
Why Writing? Why Now?
A virtual tour of 826 from the point of view of our students & opening remarks
from Executive Director, Bita Nazarian
Amplifying Voices
Powerful words from participants in our Black Students Initiative and “Dear Voter” Project
Youth Leader Sofia Márquez-Gómez in conversation with acclaimed author Zadie Smith
Keynote
by Osvaldo Márquez-Gómez, 826 Alumnus and Board Member
Fund-a-Need
Hear from 826 Board Member and Associate Superintendent of SFUSD, Enikia Ford Morthel
Show your support for the incredible students and impactful work you see this evening
Closing Remarks
By our co-founders Nínive Calegari and Dave Eggers, live from 826 Valencia
Then...a dance party in your living room? Why not?

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Adapting to Distance Learning
Zadie Smith is the author of the novels White Teeth,
The Autograph Man, On Beauty, NW, and Swing Time,
as well as two collections of essays, Changing My Mind
and Feel Free. Zadie was elected a fellow of the Royal
Society of Literature in 2002, and was listed as one
of Granta’s 20 Best Young British Novelists in 2003
and again in 2013. White Teeth won multiple literary
awards including the James Tait Black Memorial Prize,
the Whitbread First Novel Award and the Guardian First Book
Award. On Beauty was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and won
the Orange Prize for Fiction, and NW was shortlisted for the Baileys Women’s
Prize for Fiction. Her latest collection of essays, Intimations, explores ideas
and questions prompted by the early months of the pandemic. Zadie Smith is
currently a tenured professor of fiction at New York University and a
Member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
Osvaldo Márquez-Gómez has been part of the 826 Valencia
community for over 15 years, first as a tutee and now as a board
member. He received a scholarship in 2010 from 826 Valencia
to attend Pitzer College, where he majored in Sociology and
Spanish. In 2014, he became the first in his family to graduate
from college. He now works in the financial industry and lives in
San Francisco. He believes that organizations like 826 Valencia
make a significant and impactful difference in students’
educational goals and accomplishments.

This past year has been one of the most challenging
of our lifetimes. Not only are the families we serve
disproportionately impacted by the virus itself and the
resulting job loss, but many of our students faced a
widening opportunity gap due to a vast digital divide and
inaccessible online learning.

“Students were motivated
to attend class meetings
because of their
relationships with their
tutors. We usually had
the best attendance on
826 days!”
Denise Kleckner
3rd Grade Teacher
Bret Harte

826 Valencia quickly innovated. We helped students
access the technology they needed and brought all aspects
of our programming online, delivering our unique and
impactful model to the students who need it most.

Elementary School

Tonight, you’ll see some of the incredible work that took
place during this unprecedented year.
2019–20 BY THE NUMBERS
Students, parents,
and teachers reported
our programs led to
an increase in:

6,786

3,292

924

2:1

Students
Served

Active
Volunteers

CONFIDENCE 90%
SKILLS 92%
PRIDE 85%
TRANSFORMED RELATIONSHIP TO WRITING 90%

Program
Hours

Student:
Volunteer
Ratio

YOUR IMPACT
Giving now is about recognizing that writing is agency, power, and a tool
for our students to write their futures and change the world for the better.
This evening’s program—and the examples below—illustrates how your
generosity can make a difference. All gifts tonight are unrestricted, and help
us continue to build responsive programming.

SILENT AUCTION
Don’t miss the Silent Auction! Bid on these and other
incredible 826 artwork and one-of-a-kind experiences at

BashBids2021.ggo.bid

BONUS
Gifts from new donors will be matched dollar for dollar.
Don’t miss this chance to donate to 826 Valencia for the
first time tonight, and double the impact of your gift!

$25,000

Helps us build innovative and urgently needed programs
toward greater racial justice, like the Black Students Initiative.

$10,000

Supports programs like Mission Center After-School Tutoring,
where our keynote speaker Osvaldo received individualized homework
and writing support for five years.

$5,000

Enables us to create curriculum and professional end products that meaningfully
amplify our students’ voices on issues that matter, like the “Dear Voter” project.

Storytelling
& Bookmaking Party

$2,500

Brings writing support via 826 staff and tutors into teachers’ classrooms,
like Mr. Robinson’s classes at Willie Brown Jr. Middle School.

$1,000

Provides a one year stipend for one of our Youth Leaders, like Sofia,
who serve as role models in our programs and get special leadership
opportunities—like the chance to interview Zadie Smith.

826’s classic field trip, but for adults!
We host a one-of-a-kind party for you and
your friends, either virtual or in-person
when it’s safe to do so. Includes story
creation, live illustrations, cocktails,
and a printed book!

“Let’s Get This Party Started”
by Dave Eggers
Turn any regular room into a party room
with this signed water buffalo illustration
by 826 Valencia co-founder and acclaimed
author and artist Dave Eggers.

We are deeply grateful
for the following who
make this event possible*
Bash Committee
Carolyn Feinstein Edwards
Colleen Amster
Kristina Smith
Osvaldo Márquez-Gómez
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